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vigorous elan life. Such conditions mny Toe found among
the Arabs of the burning deserts. The Arab, on Ins
horse or camel, shifting from spot to spot, cannot feel or
express the impersonality of clan feelings \utli the in-
tensity peculiar to settled village communities. In the
early poetry of the Arab clans we shall accordingly find
some of the best specimens of that personal expression of
the clansman's feelings which we seek to illustrate.

Marzuki, in the preface of his Commentary on the
Mufutdddlian Poems (so called from their collector, Al
Mufaddal, who made the anthology about the year IGO of
the Hejira), tells us that a gioat deal of early Arab poetry
owed its origin to tribal wars. " I have bi:en told," says
the Arab authority,* "that Ali ben Muhdi, the Kisnvwile,
reported that in AttaiC there were both poetry and
reciters, but not 1:1 abundance. For poetry increased only
during the \\ars between the tribes, such as happened
among the Ausites and Kasiagites, and in the oi'pige-
ments and expeditions which were continually going on.
Among the Kurtdshites poetry ft as rare, for thero \\cre no
inveterate animosities among them." The passage reminds
us of our Border Ballads; but the presence of genuine
clan sentiments, such as those of Blood-revenge, in the
early Arab poems carries us far nearer the beginnings of
literature than Chevy Chace. Some examples of this Arab
poetry we shall now offer from the Ha>nu*>li,or " Valour"
tin anthology so called because the first chapter contains
\erses on valour and manly behaviour. Collected about
tlie year 220 of the Hejira by Abu Tanimara, this
anthology contains many short pieces of verse and frag-
ments selected from complete odes. The collection is
distributed into ten chapters, the first of which takes up

* The words are translated from a Berlin manusciipt by Professor
Kosegartcn, m the introduction to his edition of the Huz&liau Powus.